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THE OUTLOOK FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 


ANNCR? 
VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD JU, DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES THE OUTLOOK 


FOR MIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATIONS: 
VOICE: 

SOMEBODY REMARKED RECENTLY THAT NO MATTER WHO THE WINNER IS 
IN THIS YEAR'S AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, HE WILL CERTAINLY 
HOVE TO RESTORE MOMENTUM TO HIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 

ONE YEAR AFTER THE SINAI AGREEMENT BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
ISRAEL -- THE MOST SIGNIFICANT NEGOTIATING ACHIEVEHENT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST DISPUTE -- NEGOTIATIONS ARE 
UNQUESTIONABLY AT A STANDSTILL. THE HOPES RAISEO THEN THAT THE 
SINAL AGREEMENT MIGHT BE FOLLOWED BY OTHERS -- PERHAPS BY ONE 
BETWEEN SYRIA AND ISRAEL -- HAVE NOT BEEN FULFILLED. THE HAIN 
REASON FOR TitlS 1S, OF COURSE, THE WAR IN LEBANON, ANOTHER IS 
WHAT ONE OBSERVER DESCRIBED AS "THE CONSCIOUS TURNING INWARD 
TO DEAL WITH DOHESTIC PROBLEIiS NOT YUST IN EGYPT AND ISRAEL BUT 
IN SAUDI ARABIA, IRAQ, KUMAIT, ALGERIA, AND SEVERAL OTHER ARAB 
COUNTRIES AS WELL." AND A THIRD REASON IS AMERICAN PREOCCUPATION 
WITH THE COMING PRESIDEITIAL ELECTION -- A PREOCCUPATION WHICH 
HAS TENDED TO PUT A TEMPORARY HORATORIUM ON AHERICAN HIDDLE 
EAST PEACE EFFORTS. 

NEVERTHELESS, THERE IS GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT THE NEGOTIATING 
MOMENTUIT MUST BE REGAINED. PRESIDENT FORD iS ON RECORD AS 
SAYING EARLIER THIS YEAR THAT THE UNITED STATES '/ILL NOT ACCEPT 
"STAGNATION OR STALENATE" IN THE MIDDLE EAST. AND HE REPEATED 
THIS WEEK THAT "THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS WILL CONTINUE," THERE 
WILL BE NO IMPOSED SOLUTIONS, HE SAID, AND NO ONE-SIDED 


CONCESSIONS, BUT AN EQUITABLE AGREEMENT HAMMERED OUT BY THE 
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PARTIES CONCERNED, AS A HATTER OF FACT, SECRETARY KISSINGER ALSO 
SAID THIS WEEK THAT HE FEELS THE PROSPECTS FOR NEGOTIATING 

TOWARD PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE NEVER SEEIiED BETTER. IN THE 
VORDS OF A HIGH-RANKING AHERICAN iiIDDLE EAST EXPERT -- ALFRED 
ATHERTON -- "SIMPLE LOGIC IMPELS US TO PERSEVERE IN THE SEARCH 

FOR A COMPREHENSIVE SETTLEMENT OF THE ARAB~ISRAEL] CONFLICT." 

AND DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE JIMMY CARTER HAS ALSO INDICATED, 
IN HIS SPEECHES AND IRTERVIEWS, HIS AWARENESS OF THE NEED FOR PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS TO BE RESUMED, WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF UNITED 

NATIONS RESOLUTION TYG HUNDRED FORTY-TWO. 

THE KEY FACTOR AT THE HOMENT 1S UNQUESTIONABLY THE LEGANESE 
CRISIS. “I WOULD SAY," REMARKED MR. KISSINGER, "THAT UHTIL THE 
PROBLEH OF LEBANON TS RESOLVED, IT WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO 
GET ENOUTH ATTENTION TO MAKE SERIOUS PROGRESS." THE LEBANESE 
SITUATION, Hi FEELS, HAS SPLIT THE ARAB VORLD -- ANO UNTIL 
THERE IS A DEGREE OF UNITY AMONG THE ARAG STATES IT WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE TO MAKE REAL PROGRESS TOUARD PEACE. A LEBANESE SOLUTION 


WOULD CLEAR AWAY THE JiAJOR RGADDL AND OPEN THE WAY -- EARLY 


NEXT YEAR, ONE WOULD HOPE -- FOR RESUMPTION OF THE NEGOTIATING 
MOMENTUH WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE SINAI AGREEMENT. 
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